All praise is for Allah, the Most High, the Lord of the Worlds. And May His blessings be upon His previous Prophets as well as on His final Prophet, Muhammad (sallallahu 'alaihi wa aalihi wa sallam). 

 



"Knowledge and Wisdom"
"Alif Lam M'im.¤ These are verses of the Book of wisdom, ¤ a guide and a blessing for the righteous (Muhsineen): ¤
who establish Salah (Islamic Prayers), give Zakah (obligatory Charity) and firmly believe in the hereafter. ¤
These are on true guidance from their Lord and these are the ones who will attain felicity." [Al-Quran - Luqmaan (31):1-5]
 



 الرحمن ¤ علم القران ¤ خلق الانسان ¤ علمه البيان
Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Compassionate, Allah). Who taught the Qur'an, created Insaan (human) and taught him Al-Bayan (eloquent speech). Al-Quran [ سورة الرحمن (Rahmaan) - 55:1-4] 
 الذين يستمعون القول فيتبعون احسنه اولئك الذين هداهم الله واولئك هم اولوا الالباب
Those who listen to the word, then follow the best of it; those are they whom Allah has guided, and those it is who are the men of understanding. Al-Quran [ سورة الزمر (Zumar) - 39:18] 

Kathir ibn Qays said: I was sitting with AbudDarda' in the mosque of Damascus. A man came to him and said: AbudDarda, I have come to you from the town of the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him) for a tradition that I have heard you relate from the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him). I have come for no other purpose. He said: I heard the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him) say:
If anyone travels on a road in search of knowledge, Allah will cause him to travel on one of the roads of Paradise. The angels will lower their wings in their great pleasure with one who seeks knowledge, the inhabitants of the heavens and the Earth and the fish in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man. The superiority of the learned man over the devout is like that of the moon, on the night when it is full, over the rest of the stars. The learned are the heirs of the Prophets, and the Prophets leave neither dinar nor dirham, leaving only knowledge, and he who takes it takes an abundant portion.
A seed of an apple potentially contains many apples, however the ' process' of giving fruits is not instantaneous, ie: the seed will need time and energy to become a fruit-giving tree. Similarly, every son (and daughter) of Adam inherits that knowledge which was given to Prophet Adam ('alaihi salam) by his Creator. In example, a child does not know how to write. His mother teaches him and eventually that person understands: how to write. But what really happened in this 'process' of learning? If we rewrite that previous sentence as: "His mother reminds (teaches) him (that which is already in him) and eventually that person remembers (understands) how to write", now this tells us that the mother (as a teacher) brings forth the ability-to-write from the unconscious knowledge, already possessed by the child. In brief, a teacher does not give anything but some specific 'awareness' of that which is already in one's possession. The saying that "I cannot do this or I cannot understand that..." is just like loosing hope. A human being is very flexible in acquiring many many skills and knowledge, but all that matters is proper ATTENTION, CONCENTRATION and PRACTICE. Now we move towards our intended subject.

The difference between a wealthy and a poor person is the amount of money that they both have. But if a wealthy person becomes stingy and does not spend a penny EVEN on himself, then there is virtually no difference between that wealthy man and a poor person! Similarly if a person has a lot of knowledge but he or she does not get any benefit from it, then there is really no difference between such a person and an ignorant. In brief, along with acquiring knowledge we also need to learn how to apply our knowledge to gain benefit from it. For this purpose, the rest of this text tries to remark about an intellectual domain called: Wisdom.

If knowledge is the key then wisdom is to unlock the door, however many people consider that getting the key (knowledge) is their ultimate goal and therefore they don't USE the key to open door.

Definitely, knowledge is not the same as wisdom, quite like Muslim is not the same as Mo'min (true believer), although we often use either word to refer to the common meanings. There are some differences between Knowledge and Wisdom. In regard to the Knowledge, we went through it some times ago (as some of us can recall). This text tries to elaborate wisdom, in hope that we attain it along with acquiring knowledge.

In a glimpse, knowledge is the function (interpretation) of information and wisdom is the ability to use the knowledge in the finest way. Although, knowledge is important, but knowledge by itself is nothing but some code, it is the wisdom (if used) that actually benefits. Knowledge is to know that an entity called 'Fire' is hot, bright, reddish in colour etc; whereas, wisdom is to avoid touching it, wisdom is to use it for cooking, wisdom is to use it as a light, wisdom is it use, use, use the knowledge (benefit from the knowledge). It is unwise to touch the fire, after knowing that fire burns. This is pretty much an overview, but we will further see the various forms of wisdom through more examples, God willing.

 الذين يستمعون القول فيتبعون احسنه اولئك الذين هداهم الله واولئك هم اولوا الالباب
Those who listen to the word, then follow the best of it; those are they whom Allah has guided, and those it is who are the men of understanding. Al-Quran [ سورة الزمر (Zumar) - 39:18] 

The above ayat (verse) perfectly fits to the definition of 'Wisdom', as we shall see in details later. Here, "Those who listen to the word" is about acquiring knowledge, and "then follow the best of it" is about wisdom. And Allah knows best about His words.

Knowledge without understanding (wisdom) does not give enough or any benefit. Ahlul Kitaab (among Bani Israel) were given a lot of knowledge. In the Qur'an Allah says "O' Children of Israel! Remember My favors which I bestowed upon You; that I exalted you above all other nations." Al-Qur'an [002v047]. However, they denied Prophet 'Isa (Jesus, peace be upon him) and Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) after KNOWING that they were the real Prophets. In essence, those Beduin Arabs, who recognised and accepted their Prophet, were far better than those scholars among the Ahlul Kitaab, who denied their final Prophet after gaining the knowledge. What benefit did those educated scholars get from their knowledge?

 مثل الذين حملوا التوراة ثم لم يحملوها كمثل الحمار يحمل اسفارا بئس مثل القوم الذين كذبوا بايات الله والله لايهدي القوم الظالمين
The example of those who were charged with the Torah, but failed to carry out their obligations, is that of a donkey who is carrying books and does not know what is in those books. Bad is the example of those who deny the revelations of Allah. Allah does not guide the wrongdoers. [  سورة الجمعة   (Jumu'ah) - 62:5] 
Iblis (satan) had a fair amount of knowledge but he lacked wisdom. In his sayings that Adam (peace be upon him) was created from the clay and him being from the fire, were not childish (foolish) claims. He knew the mysteries behind clay and fire; which obviously most of us don't know (why don't we see the Jinn...). Satan also declared that he will successfully deceive majority of the mankind, which sadly he is still doing. Although he had knowledge, but he lacked wisdom and he was arrogant, therefore he preferred not to seek Allah's forgiveness for his disobedience. In contrast to Iblis, Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) was given The Knowledge as well as Wisdom. As for his knowledge, we know that Allah taught him the great knowledge; but as for his Wisdom, he proved to be wise enough to have asked for Allah's forgiveness for his disobedience, and escaped from Allah's wrath and fire. Finally, the one who acted wisely was successful. There is no (real) benefit in harming others, likewise, there is no wisdom in deception; being cunning is not being wise and being a hypocrite is not being wise either.

In the days of my Engineering, I learnt something very useful, that is: Although the knowledge of mathematics, physics and few other subjects is important for an Engineer, but an Engineer is not the one who JUST knows mathematices, physics etc. Instead, an Engineer is the one who knows: How to APPLY his/her KNOWLEDGE to SOLVE a (real life) problem. Therefore, an Engineer must be able to USE his knowledge of mathematices, physics etc in real life applications. The more one practices his knowledge, the more experienced one becomes and therefore the more skills one acquires. Sometimes, we had examinations where we were allowed to bring any book of knowledge or any information (open book exams), yet not everyone received the (reasonable) marks. Here we say that the Wisdom is the ability to APPLY existing knowledge to solve a problem. How well one applies his knowledge, depends on his skills. Skills cannot be acquired or enhanced without practice or experience.

Wisdom, in the sense of speech, is the ability to express (one's views) in a way that the words go straight into the heart and mind, and the listener, even the silly one, starts to say "that makes sense!". Basically, the words are nothing but combination of letters, letters are nothing but some shapes or figures, shapes are nothing but some dots, dots are nothing but atoms and in the atoms there is ____. Knowledge is to know the alphabets, words (their meanings), sentence structures etc. Wisdom is to put them together and form something meaningful, sensible, appealing and useful. Often, the words-of-wisdom are short, simple and comprehensive; one perfect example is the Qur'an (the word of Rahmaan (Allah), full of wisdom and knowledge).

                                               الرحمن ¤ علم القران ¤ خلق الانسان ¤ علمه البيان
Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Compassionate, Allah). Who taught the Qur'an, created Insaan (human) and taught him Al-Bayan (eloquent speech). Al-Quran [ سورة الرحمن (Rahmaan) - 55:1-4] 

When we say "wisdom behind something", we mean "valid reason(s) behind something (some action)". The wisdom behind Al-Khidhar's actions (as mentioned in surah al-Kahf) is one nice example. When Prophet Noah ('alaihi salam) was building the ship (which was far away from the sea), some people mocked at him with their limited understanding. There was definitely wisdom (valid reason) behind Prophet Noah's (alaihi salam) action (preparedness from the huge storm), as we now know what happened afterward. Wisdom is to prepare for the future and the best preparation is to get ready for the death, which may come any moment.

One of the attributes of Allah, the most High, is "Al-Hakeem" or "The All-Wise". Allah plans and runs everything in all the Universes. Behind His every action, there is Wisdom (valid reasons). Nothing good or bad happens to anyone without Allah's leave and definitely there is wisdom behind His actions but we humans become impatient and start to complain to Him in ignorance. If you look around and search for the reason, you will start to see the wisdom of Allahu Ta'aala. If you ponder on why Allah has given you two eyes instead of just one, you will realize there is a reason so that we see in the three-dimensional (3D) view. There are many reasons behind His actions, but we, in our very very little knowledge, cannot grasp enough. Muslims should ponder in the Creations of Allah to see the signs of His Greatness, His Majestic knowledge and wisdom. Usually the terms "What" and "How" bring forth the knowledge, whereas the term "Why" brings forth the Wisdom (reason).

So far, we have seen a few properties of Wisdom. We have also seen the differences between knowledge and wisdom. We will now pause here and insha' Allah we will continue soon.
"Glory be to your Lord, the Lord of Honor, He is free from what they ascribe to Him!
Peace be on the Messengers, and praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds." Al-Quran [37:180-182]


---
(Whoever wishes to always stay young, should always be a student :)
