Bismi Allahir Rahmanir Raheem


All praise is for Allah, the Most High, the Lord of the Worlds. And May His blessings be upon His previous Prophets as well as on His final Prophet, Muhammad (sallallahu 'alaihi wa aalihi wa sallam). 

 



"Knowledge and Wisdom"
Part 2
"Alif Lam M'im.¤ These are verses of the Book of wisdom, ¤ a guide and a blessing for the righteous (Muhsineen): ¤
who establish Salah (Islamic Prayers), give Zakah (obligatory Charity) and firmly believe in the hereafter. ¤
These are on true guidance from their Lord and these are the ones who will attain felicity." [Al-Quran - Luqmaan (31):1-5]
 

 Kathir ibn Qays said: I was sitting with AbudDarda' in the mosque of Damascus. A man came to him and said: AbudDarda, I have come to you from the town of the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him) for a tradition that I have heard you relate from the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him). I have come for no other purpose. He said: I heard the Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_ him) say:
If anyone travels on a road in search of knowledge, Allah will cause him to travel on one of the roads of Paradise. The angels will lower their wings in their great pleasure with one who seeks knowledge, the inhabitants of the heavens and the Earth and the fish in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man. The superiority of the learned man over the devout is like that of the moon, on the night when it is full, over the rest of the stars. The learned are the heirs of the Prophets, and the Prophets leave neither dinar nor dirham, leaving only knowledge, and he who takes it takes an abundant portion. 
 [Abu Dawud - 25/3634]

 

 

 

Çä åæ ÇáÇ ÐßÑ ááÚÇáãíä ¤ æáÊÚáãä äÈÇå ÈÚÏ Ííä
"This Qur'an is nothing but a Reminder to all the Worlds; ¤ and before long, you will certainly know its truth." Al-Qur'an [  ÓæÑÉ Õ   (Saad) - 38:87-88] 

 

In the above ayaat and some other verses in the Qur'an, Allah says that this Qur'an is nothing but a reminder, it reminds that which is already learnt. This Qur'an reminds (awakes) us about that knowledge which Allah taught to Prophet Adam ('alaihi salam) and the promise & responsibility which every soul took before coming into this world and many other things.
 

What a human being learns is, basically, the awareness of the already-existed- knowledge. He uses his bodily senses (eyes, ears etc) to learn about those things that he comes across. But how does one learn about those things that are beyond the comprehension of these bodily senses? I mean, where do we come from? Where do we go after our death? Who has created us and this tremendous Universe? What is the purpose of our existence?
We don't understand such questions in science. But, are we going to keep ignoring such questions? In fact, those (material) scientists who want to stay away from the religion are trying to create irrational theories to deceive others. It is the mercy of our Creator that He has informed us (and those before us) the answers to such questions. Allah sent Anbiya (Prophets, peace be upon them all) to teach people about those things that are in the Ghayb (undetected by our senses). This is how we learn the Divine Knowledge, which Allah taught people through the Prophets. And Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu 'alaihi wa aalihi wa sallam) is the final prophet, and al-Qur'an is the final revelation. 
 

A person has mathematics' exam tomorrow but he is not prepared for it. And instead of studying for Maths, he is studying for History. Shall this person be considered as stupid? Such is the condition of many of us. We are not prepared for Akhirah (hereafter), yet we are heedless of it and are busy for this world. We try to learn about this world only and neglect to know about that which is the most important to know. Learning about science is encouraged but knowing and understanding about our Creator, our purpose of life and Akhirah (hereafter) is Vital!
 

ßáÇ Èá ÊÍÈæä ÇáÚÇÌáÉ ¤ æÊÐÑæä ÇáÇÎÑÉ
Nay, the fact is that you people love this fleeting life ¤ and are heedless to the Hereafter. Al-Qur'an [  ÓæÑÉ ÇáÞíÇãÉ   (Qiyaamah) - 75:20-21] 

 

Knowledge of Rabb comes before any 'Ibada (worship). If one does not know who his Rabb (Lord) is, how is he going to worship Him? In surah A'raaf, Allah reminds us about that incident, before our coming into this world, when every human being learnt and declared: Allah is their Rabb (God).
 

æÇÐ ÇÎÐ ÑÈß ãä Èäí ÇÏã ãä ÙåæÑåã ÐÑíÊåã æÇÔåÏåã Úáì ÇäÝÓåã ÇáÓÊ ÈÑÈßã ÞÇáæÇ Èáì ÔåÏäÇ Çä ÊÞæáæÇ íæã ÇáÞíÇãÉ ÇäÇ ßäÇ Úä åÐÇ ÛÇÝáíä
And when your Lord brought forth from the children of Adam, from their backs, their descendants, and made them bear witness against their own souls: Am I not your Lord? They said: Yes! we bear witness. Lest you should say on the day of resurrection: Surely we were heedless of this. Al-Quran [  ÓæÑÉ ÇáÃÚÑÇÝ   (Araaf) - 7:172] 

 

In the above incident we learn that everyone had distinguished the Creator (God, Allah) from all the creations. Allah has taught us about himself in a very beautiful surah. Surah al-Ikhlaas distinguishes the Creator (Allah) from all the creations. 
 

  Þá åæ Çááå ÇÍÏ ¤ Çááå ÇáÕãÏ ¤ áã íáÏ æáã íæáÏ ¤ æáã íßä áå ßÝæÇÇÍÏ
· Say: He is Allah the One and Only; ¤ Allah is the Self-Sufficient; ¤ He begets not, nor is He begotten; ¤ And there is none comparable to Him.  Al-Quran [  ÓæÑÉ ÇáÅÎáÇÕ   (Ikhlaas) - 112:1-4]
 

It is such a short chapter, but there are so many things embedded in it. From the above surah we learn:
· He is Allah the One and Only; [ Creator is One, alone, while creations are multiple ] 

· Allah is the Self-Sufficient [ Creator is independent of all, while creations are dependent on Him);  

· He begets not, nor is He begotten; [ Creator has no family, while creations have families ] 

· And there is none comparable to Him. [ Creator is Unique, while creations are not ]
 

From the above surah, we learn about Rabb (God, Lord). If anyone applies the above criteria, he will eventually realize: "la ilaha illa-Allah" (There is no Ilah (God) except Allah). Why do the Angels and those who know their Lord wish to stay in worship forever? While we call ourselves Muslim but we are unaware of the Uniqueness, Majesty, Wisdom etc of our Rabb. There is difference between 'Knowing' and 'Realizing' the attributes of Allah. For example, some or many Hujjaj (Pilgrims) mention about their first sight of Ka'bah in the Haram as: the stunning one. But the same Hujjaj (Pilgrims) knew about the Ka'bah before and they might even had seen the photo of the Ka'bah before. Then why do they become astonish in the Haram but not in the place outside of Haram? Before sighting the Ka'bah closely, Pilgrims only had the knowledge of the Ka'bah. But when Pilgrims reached close to the Ka'bah, they realized it. Therefore, to realise the attributes of Allah, we purify ourselves and go closer to Him, subhanahu wata'ala, in obedience or submission.
 

 

ÔåÏ Çááå Çäå áÇÇáå ÇáÇ åæ æÇáãáÇÆßÉ æÇæáæÇ ÇáÚáã ÞÇÆãÇ ÈÇáÞÓØ áÇÇáå ÇáÇ åæ ÇáÚÒíÒ ÇáÍßíã
· Allah Himself has testified to the fact that there is no god but Him and so do the angels and those who are well grounded in knowledge standing firm on justice. There is no Ilah (God) except Him, the Mighty, the Wise. Al-Quran al Karim [  ÓæÑÉ Âá ÚãÑÇä   (Aal-e-Imran) - 3:18]
 

æãÇ ÞÏÑæÇ Çááå ÍÞ ÞÏÑå æÇáÇÑÖ ÌãíÚÇ ÞÈÖÊå íæã ÇáÞíÇãÉ æÇáÓãÇæÇÊ ãØæíÇÊ Èíãíäå ÓÈÍÇäå æÊÚÇáì ÚãÇ íÔÑßæä
· They have not recognized the worth of Allah as his worth should be recognized. On the Day of Resurrection the whole earth shall be in His grasp and all the heavens shall be rolled up in His right hand. Glory be to Him! Exalted be He above what they associate with Him. al-Quran al Majeed [  ÓæÑÉ ÇáÒãÑ   (Zumar) - 39:67]
 

æãä ÇáäÇÓ æÇáÏæÇÈ æÇáÇäÚÇã ãÎÊáÝ ÇáæÇäå ßÐáß ÇäãÇ íÎÔì Çááå ãä ÚÈÇÏå ÇáÚáãÇÁ Çä Çááå ÚÒíÒ ÛÝæÑ
· Likewise men, beasts and cattle have their different colors. In fact, only those among His servants who possess knowledge fear Allah; surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Forgiving. al-Quran al Mubeen [  ÓæÑÉ ÝÇØÑ   (Faatir) - 35:28]
 

 

So far we have come to the point of "la ilaha illa-Allah" (There is no Ilah (God) except Allah). Al-Hamdulillah, every Muslim knows about this knowledge. We shall now briefly talk about the wisdom of this fact.
 

In the same surah, al-Ikhlaas (as cited above), we learn something very important. The second ayat says: "Allahus-Samad" (Allah is the Self-Sufficient) .
 

Çááå ÇáÕãÏ
Allah is the Self-Sufficient (independent of all, while all are dependent on Him); al-Quran [ ÓæÑÉ ÇáÅÎáÇÕ   (Ikhlaas) - 112:2] 

 

This tells us that everything in the heavens and earth is dependent on Him but He, being the Unique, is independent of all. For instance, we all need food and the One who grows, maintains and provides us food is none but Allah. Similarly, all the universes, all the planetary systems, all the physical and spiritual laws are dependent on Him. In a beautiful ayat, Allahu ta'ala says:
 

Çä ßá ãä Ýí ÇáÓãÇæÇÊ æÇáÇÑÖ ÇáÇ ÇÊí ÇáÑÍãä ÚÈÏÇ
There is none in the heavens and in the earth but must come to the Compassionate (Allah ) in full submission. al-Quran [  ÓæÑÉ ãÑíã   (Maryam) - 19:93] 

 

After knowing this fact, we say: wisdom is to rely on Allah. These worldly materials are of no good if Allah's will is different. Firaun (Pharaoh) relied on his material things and his army, whereas Prophet Musa (Moses, 'alaihi salam) relied on none but Allah. Firaun (Pharaoh) could not stop Musa 'alaihi salam from liberating Israelites. Finally, Firoun and his army were drowned in humiliation. Another example, Jalut (Goliath) was a huge man covered in armour but he could not escape from the will of Allah when Prophet Dawud (David, 'alaihi salam), a youth, killed him with a sling-shot! Dawud ('alaihi salam) said: "You may have armour, shield, and sword, but I face you in the name of Allah, the Lord of the Israelites, Whose laws you have mocked. Today you will see that it is not the sword that kills but the will and power of Allah!". In the Badr, Allah gave victory to a small (in number) army over a large one (in number). Could the fire burn Prophet Abraham ('alaihi salam) when Allah commanded it to be peaceful for him? Of course not. There are many many examples like these. 
 

The one who has the support of the owner of everything in existence, he/she has indeed got the most valuable thing ever achievable! Allah says in surah al-Luqmaan:
 

æãä íÓáã æÌåå Çáì Çááå æåæ ãÍÓä ÝÞÏ ÇÓÊãÓß ÈÇáÚÑæÉ ÇáæËÞì æÇáì Çááå ÚÇÞÈÉ ÇáÇãæÑ
Trans: Waman yuslim wajhahu ila Allahi wahuwa muhsinun faqadi istamsaka bialAAurwati alwuthqa waila Allahi AAaqibatu alomoori ¤
He who surrenders himself to Allah and leads a righteous life (who is Muhsin) has indeed grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold; as the ultimate disposal of affairs rests with Allah. al-Qur'an al Hakeem [  ÓæÑÉ áÞãÇä   (Luqmaan) - 31:22] 

 

 

íÄÊí ÇáÍßãÉ ãä íÔÇÁ æãä íÄÊ ÇáÍßãÉ ÝÞÏ ÇæÊí ÎíÑÇ ßËíÑÇ æãÇíÐßÑ ÇáÇ ÇæáæÇ ÇáÇáÈÇÈ
He grants wisdom to whom He pleases; and whoever is granted wisdom is indeed given a great wealth, yet none except people of understanding learn a lesson from it. al Quran al Azeez [ ÓæÑÉ ÇáÈÞÑÉ (Baqarah) - 2:269] 

 

 

In the first part, we talked in a descriptive way about knowledge and wisdom. In this second part, we covered the highest degree of knowledge and wisdom: "la ilaha illa-Allah". We also stressed on acquiring wisdom along with knowledge, which was the basis of this text.
 

There is something important that comes somewhere in between acquiring knowledge and attaining wisdom: and that is Contemplation and Reflection (Tafakkur). Insha' Allah we will talk about it some other time, may be in Ramadan.
 

May Allah forgive our sins and guide us to the straight path. The Way of those whom He has favored; not of those who have earned His wrath, or of those who have lost The Way. Ameen.

 

 

"Glory be to your Lord, the Lord of Honor, He is free from what they ascribe to Him!
Peace be on the Messengers, and praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds." Al-Quran [37:180-182]
 
 

 

,
"O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with information, investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and become, over what you have done, regretful."
(Surah Al Hujraat 49:6)
